
 

1 July 2013 
 
Town of Branford, Connecticut 
Rules and Ordinances Committee 
1019 Main Street 
Branford, CT 06405 
 
RE: Support for Branford, CT Ban on Retail Sales of Puppies at Pet Stores 
 
Dear Rules and Ordinances Committee Members: 
 
I am writing this letter as a Connecticut veterinarian and on behalf of the Humane Society 
Veterinary Medical Association (HSVMA), in support of a ban on the retail sales of puppies 
at pet stores in Branford, CT.  HSVMA is an association of approximately 6,000 veterinary 
professionals nationwide, with a focus on the health and welfare of all animals, including 
companion dogs and cats. 
 
Many pet store puppies are born at breeding facilities known as puppy mills.  In order to 
minimize overhead and maximize profits, these commercial breeders often compromise 
the health and well-being of the animals they breed and raise for sale.  In these operations, 
the dogs are confined to small cages, endure continuous breeding, receive minimal to no 
veterinary care, endure poor husbandry and are deprived of human companionship, 
exercise and socialization.  
 
These puppies are often sold to pet shops when they are younger than eight weeks old--the 
age of safe, healthy weaning.  The careless breeding practices at puppy mills contribute to 
inherited conditions that negatively impact the health of the puppies throughout their lives.  
Numerous consumer complaints each year report genetic abnormalities, infectious 
diseases, parasitic infestations, behavioral aggression and other medical problems in puppy 
mill puppies.  The unfortunate families who unknowingly purchase unhealthy puppies at 
pet stores can be saddled with significant unexpected veterinary bills, and they also suffer 
the heartbreak of having sick, or even dead, pets.  
 
For more detailed information about the dog breeding facilities that supply puppies to pet 
stores, please refer to the HSVMA Veterinary Report on Puppy Mills at: 
http://www.hsvma.org/assets/pdfs/hsvma_veterinary_report_puppy_mills.pdf. 
 
I strongly encourage you to prohibit retail sales of puppies at Branford pet stores.  With the 
exception, as it has been written, for dogs in need placed by publicly operated animal 
control or nonprofit rescue organizations, this would be a rational animal and consumer 
protection measure.   
 
Thank you for your time and your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Melissa Shapiro, DVM 
Westport, CT 
Humane Society Veterinary Medical Association:  www.hsvma.org  
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